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One Summer's Day
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The Sixth Station
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Labyrinth of Eden
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Silencio de Parc Guell
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Cantabile (J =80)
Intro A
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HANA-BI
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Ashitaka and San

JOE HISAISHI

J =74 (STRAIGHT )
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JOE HISAISHI
Profile

Joe Hisaishi is a composer and pianist whose output of work has
been prolific over the last 25 years. Nowadays he is one of Japanese
leading musical directors and a prolific composer with a strong
individual style crafted from his artistic search for perfection.

His career began in 1969 after having studied composition at
Kunitachi College of Music in Tokyo. At that time his work was
influenced by the “minimalist” composers such as Terry Riley and
Phillip Glass.

1981

He released his first solo album [MKWAJU] that established his
original composition style. He then released a second solo album the
following year [Information] which strengthened his position as a
solo artist.

1984

He directed the music for two movies [Nausicaa] and [W no Higeki].
[Nausicaa] was one of the biggest his movies of the year of which he
released three different albums of soundtrack material. All of them
ranked in the top 40 album chart and went on to stay in the top 100
album chart for over six months. This established a relationship
between the television and movie industry and the original
compositional style of Joe Hisaishi.

1985-86

He then went on to release two more solo albums in [ a - Bet -City]
was the first and [Curved Music] was the second. All the songs from
[Curved Music] have been used for television commercials.

1988

He set up a new record label IXIA from the record company NEC
Avenue. He released two more solo album since that year on this
label, [Piano Stories] and [l{lusion]. He then went back to TV and
movie directing the music for [Kiki’s Delivery Service] and for NHK
program [The Universe Within]. He also released a single for the
main theme of the TV drama [Hana no Wakare] and another solo
album [Pretender] that was recorded in NY.

1990

He directed the music four movies, [Free and Easy] [Come Back]
[Tasumania Story] and [Pesuke Gatapishi Story].

1991

He released a solo album which was recorded at Abbey Road Studio
in London. The title of this album was [l am] and on the same day of
the release he held a concert with New Japan Philharmonic
Orchestra in Tokyo. “The Joe Hisaishi Symphonic Concert” which
went on tour in June. He also directed the music to another five
movies [Kojika Story] [Kusa no Omoi] [Futari] [Fukuzawa Yukichi]
and [Ano Natsu Ichiban Shizukana Umi]. He was awarded four
music prizes, The Best Film Music award of the 15th Japan Academy
Award, Mainichi Film Contest, Osaka Film Festival and Yokohama
Film Festival.

1992

He released one of his best solo albums [My Lost City]. He then held
another “Joe Hisaishi Symphonic Concert” and released the
recording of this as his first live album [Symphonic Best Selection].
He also published the first of his autobiographic novel </ am> and
directed the music to the movies [The Locking House Men] [Porco
Rosso] [Haruka Nostalgy] and [Sonatine]. He was awarded The Best
Film Music award of the 16th Japan Academy Award.

1993

He worked with the London Symphony Orchestra on the music for
the movie [Samurai Kids]. He then held the “Nagoya Green
Concert” with the Nagoya Philharmonic Orchestra in Nagoya and
went on to work in London again. This time producing the music for
the NHK program [The Human Brain and Mind]. He was awarded

The Best Film Music award of the 17th Japan Academy Award for the

third year running. He had another novel published called <Paradise
Lost> which was published serially in the magazine <Esquire Japan>.
He then went on to release a solo album of the same name with his
novel [Paradise Lost] and held a concert tour until October of the

year. He directed the music for the movie [Turning Point].

1995

He released his 12th solo album [Melody Bivd]. This album was
recorded in LA and is a rearrangement of songs he had written earlier
in his career. He has also directed the music for three TV programs
[Gorilla] [Sunday Museum] and [Tenku ni Yume Kagayaki].

1996

He has become a music advisor for the National Athlentic Games
which will be held in Hiroshima and produced the theme song
[Sabaku no Bara]. Then released his solo album [Piano Stories II --
The Wind of Life - ]. In December he held two concerts in Tokyo
“Joe Hisaishi Piano Live Vol.1” which were his first piano solo
concert.

1997

He directed the music for the movie [Parasite EVE]. He was awarded
The Film Music award of the 20th Japan Academy Award. In July he
directed the music for the movie [The Princess MONONOKE] which
made new record of fapanese movie. Also the music for the movie
[HANA-BI] which was awarded The Grand Prix of the 54th
International film of Venice. In December released new album
[Works 1 ] which is recorded with London Philharmonic Orchestra.
The contents of this album is his past works for movies. The end of
the year he held the concert “Piano Stories’97--- Cinerma Works
Ensemble Night” at 10 different place in Japan.

1998

He has become a executive producer of cultural program for Nagano
Winter Paralympic Games. He organized and directed all of
Paralympic events (Except the games). Such as the opening
ceremony and commendations and culture events. After this he was
awarded The Education Minister Art Encouragement Prize for
Freshmen. In June he recorded [Symphonic Suite The Princess
MONONOKE] with Czech Philharmonic Orchestra in Prague. In
Autumn, he directed the music for the movie [Shigure no ki] and
released solo album [Nostalgia -- Piano Stories II--] which is
recorded which Orchestra Citta di Ferrara at Italy.

1999

He was awarded The Best Film Music award of the 22nd Japan
Academy Award of the music for [HANA-BI]. This is a four times
Japan Academy Award he ever got. He produced the music for the
third time NHK special program [Human Genome]. Also directed
the music for the movie [Kikujiro]. October and November, he
performed the concert tour called “PIANQO STORIES’99 - Ensemble
Night with Balanescu Quartet -” in 11 different place in Japan. This
concert tour was consisted by 10 members included Balanescu
Quartet from England. The music was composed with based his
origin of minimalist and make speed, bold and marvelous harmony
by the members.

2000

Awarded The Best Film Music award of the 23rd Japan Academy
Award of the music for [Kikujiro]. This is a fifth Japan Academy
Award he ever gets. In April, the movies [First Love] and [Like the
River Flowing] were released, he conducted the orchestra which
recorded these soundtracks. In May, solo alburn [Shoot The Violist]
was released. It was recorded with Balanescu Quartet just after the
concert in the end of 1999.

June and July, he performed the concert “PIANO STORIES 2000 - Pf
solo & Quintet” - in 11 different places in Japan.

2001

He directed the music for 5 movies this year, which [BROTHER]
directed by Takeshi Kitano, [Spirited Away]by Hayao Miyazaki, [Le
Petit Poucet]by Olivier Dahan which French movie, [Quartet] and
[A-MOVEMENT]by joe Hisaishi. [Le Petit Poucet] is first experience
overseas movie for him, and [Quartet] is first directed movie, his
original story also. It was on the Montreal International Film Festival
in this August and opened in this October in Japan. He is also total
produced part of Fukushima prefecture exhibition, [Beautiful
Fukushima future expo]'s main event [night fantasia 4-MOVEMENT]
from June to September, it is his second directed movie. From Oct to
Dec, he did orchestra concert in 7 stages all of Japan and 1 stage
Seoul in Korea, he won the admiration of the public.



